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genealogy may be traced partly to French and partly
to English sources. He was the author of an excellent
History of the English Commonwealth which the
combined labours of Guizot and Gardiner have been
required to displace, and he was also a student of the
French philosophers. But in the abstract and
generalizing cast of his mind he was, despite his his-
torical acquisitions, more French than English. There
was no feature of human society in which he did not
desire to see a radical alteration. Starting from the
principle that man possesses no innate tendency to evil,
he concluded that all evil must be the result of govern-
ment. Government then was bad, punishment was
bad, property was bad, and marriage, as the most de-
grading form of property, was worst of all. These pro-
positions being accepted, very little is left of the
Ancient British Constitution; certainly not the
Church, for religion obstructs the free operations of the
human reason, nor yet the monarchy, for a king is the
most irrational instrument of coercion which is in itself
essentially injurious. On the other hand, if force is
wrong, there can be no justification for a violent
revolution, and Godwin is consistent enough to con-
demn) the storming of the Bastille. He may, therefore,
be ip^garded as an exponent of anarchy and non-
resi^tance, anticipating as he does some of the doctrines
which in our own day have been preached by Bakunin
and Tolstoy. But the " Political Justice " was far too
fantastic and loosely reasoned to disturb the judgment
of,the country, and had it not been for the singular
iir&uence which Godwin's teaching exerted over the
mind of Shelley, he would have been a negligible
factor in the organic , development of English
thought.6